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VOLUME OF UNITED STATES FISH CATCH DOWN, BUT VALUE INCREASES

The United States catch of fish and shellfish dropped sharply in 1964, but
because of higher prices for several species and larger landings of some higher-
priced fish, commercial fishermen were paid slightly more than in 1963, the
Department of the Interior said today.

Preliminary data compiled by the Department's Bureau of Commercial Fisheries
indicate the 1964 cateh of more than 4.4 billion pounds was about 10 percent
below that of a year earlier.

During the past 5 years, United States fishermen have received about $367
million annually for their catch., Imported fishery products during the same
period had an average annual value of about $420 million. Consumers spend about
$2 billion annually for fishery products, 60 percent of this being spent for
products of domestic »nrigin.,

For the second consecutive year, the United States imported more than 60 per-
cent of the fish and fish products used. Major imports were fishmeal, tuna,
frozen fillets, shrimp, sardines and lobsters.

The total United States catch in 1964 was down about 450 million pounds.
Landings of industrial fish, primarily menhaden, accounted for about 350 millicn
pounds of the decline, with heaviest losses in menhaden occurring in the Middle
Atlantic area. The total 1964 catch of food fish was down about 100 million
pounds, according to the preliminary figures.

The most important increase in 1964 came in the estimated catch of salmon in
Alaska, which was about 312 million pounds--an increase of 89 million pounds, or
40 percent more than in 1963, In Alaska, the catch of all salmon species



increased, with reds, pinks, and chums accounting for most of the gain. The
salmon catch in the State of Washington, however, declined nearly 34 million
pounds, mostly in pink salmon.

This decrease is considered normal becguse few pink salmon enter Puget Sourx
waters in even-numbered years. Pink salmon there have a 2-year reproduction
cycle, and thus far all attempts to change this cycle have failed. There was
also a decline of several millioun pounds in the red salmon catech in Puget Sound
waters,

Other species which showed an increase in the 1964 catch include Alaskan
king crab and Alaskan herring as well as haddock taken from New England waters.

The Maine herring fishery suffered the largest decline in the food fish
catch. Only 60 million pounds were taken in 1964--a decline of 92 million pound:
(61 percent) compared with thz 1963 total. Shrimp landings along the South
Atlantic and Gulf 3tates in 1964 were down 26 million pounds (11 percent) from
1963 .

The United States continued to rank fifth among leading fishing countries o
the world, trailing Peru, Jspan, Communist China, and the Soviet Union in that
order. Peru replaced Japan as world leader in total landings in 1¢62 with a
spectacular increase in the catch of industrial fish used primarily for fishmeal.
Peru's total fish landings in 196/ are more than 200 times what they were in
1947, and more than 47 times the landings ten years ago.
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